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lieu, as they declared it to be too favourable to the Protestants.
They therefore now formed the celebrated "League" (with
Henry, Duke of Guise, at its head) for the defence of the
interests of the Roman Catholic party. This League had for
its policy one the exact opposite of Catherine's, being formed
to overturn her principle of a recognition by the State of tv/o
religions side by side in France; and while she laboured
steadily to attain peace by means of this principle, the League
strove to keep up a state of war until Protestantism should
have been crushed, and was the cause of innumerable troubles
to France during the next twenty years. The first result of
the formation of the League was that the Guises were enabled
so to manipulate the elections that the States-General when
assembled consisted almost entirely of deputies opposed to the
principle of the toleration of two religions; and on the ist
January 1577 this assembly declared themselves in favour of
one religion only, and forced the King to abolish the "Edict
of January." The Protestants at once took up arms, were
assisted with money by Elizabeth of England, and the Sixth
Religious War began It lasted for nine months, but in Sep-
tember the principle of tolerating both religions was again
agreed to, and a peace was made at Bergerac in Septem-
ber 1577.

Catherine was now approaching sixty years of age, and her
appearance was very different from that which she had borne
in the days of Henry II Instead of the beautiful figure for
which she had been so ?dmired during all the earlier portion
of her life in France, she was now immensely stout But she
still danced and rode, played games, and excelled in shooting
mth the cross-bow. "Her complexion was fresh;'she had not a
wrinkle on her full round face/ which was set off by the long,
black widow's veil she always wore, fastened back from her
forehead and falling down upon her shoulders. This was for
indoors; when she went out she put a little woollen hat upon
the top of it. Had we met her, we should have probably